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Road is reaching Laya and that means change is coming 
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Phurpa Lhamo | Gasa

Elderly Layaps (people of Laya) had never thought that a motorable road would connect their
village, located at an altitude of 3,800mts, at least in their lifetime.

For many, a road till the Gasa dzong or the dzongkhag headquarter was the best bet.

Passing Tshering, 53, who as a young Layap had traversed the five-day road between Punakha and
Laya several times with his horses and yaks. He recalls getting stuck in the snow for a few days with
his yaks. He was 25 years old then.

“I never thought that the government would decide to bring road to Laya. So much has changed
since.”

Today, with 27km paved road from Gasa towards Laya, the realities are changing. About 3km of the
27km road has been blacktopped today.

Going to Gasa for about five times a year to fetch goods every year was normal for almost all
Layaps, according to Kinley Dorji, who owns a shop in Laya. Because of the long winter, highlanders
have to stock up food and essential items.

“With the road connectivity, it is much easier for us. We do not have to struggle so much,” Kinley
Dorji said. “To carry essential items, nearly 150 to 200 horses are used,” said Kinley Dorji. About 20
horses die every year along the journey. Weather and terrain are unforgiving.

With the 27km road connectivity, fetching luxury items has become easier for the people of Laya.
Kinley Dorji said that nearly 40 percent of people in Laya owned a washing machine.

While it was impossible to carry a washing machine to Laya in the past, today with the walking
distance shortened, people carry the machine on their backs to bring the item home.

The road has reached Tongshida, which is about a half-day’s walking distance for many visiting
Laya. For Layaps, both men and women can cover that distance in four hours even with loads.

The construction of Gasa to Laya road began in the 2012-2013 financial year. Gasa dzongkhag’s
engineer, Choki, said that there remained 14km stretch to complete the project. The project has
arrived and stopped at Tongshida.

Choki said that the construction of a bailey bridge at Koina, 23km from Gasa, was also delayed. He
added that fabrication works has to be done in India as Bhutan lacked factories to manufacture
materials and lacked expertise, which has delayed the work.

“People can travel in winter because the river is small, but there will be problems in summer,” he
said.

The project worth Nu 72 million will continue for around five years. But the project’s main challenges
are short working months and the risky landscape.

“We work for around four months during winter and we cannot work in summer. As we move to
Laya, the terrain is also rocky in nature,” Choki said.

June 22, 2020

REPLIES

0

Business

Trade deficit improves by -32.42
percent in 2019

November 3, 2020

Nu 843M remitted to Jaigaon
merchants

October 28, 2020

Inflation slows in August

October 20, 2020

Editorial

For transparency

December 24, 2020

Fighting fake news

December 23, 2020

Saving ourselves

December 22, 2020

ADS

 

 

Sports

Bhutan Women’s National
Championship underway

December 22, 2020

Goals pour in Thimphu Open
Football Championship 

December 15, 2020

BOC declares Jachung’s win a
mistake

December 11, 2020

Opinions

A Delightful Wonder, the 113th
National Day Address

December 19, 2020

Civil service reform –long
overdue

December 19, 2020

Human progress at the
precipice

December 18, 2020

Home
News
Editorial
Business
Sports

Kuensel
About Us
Subscribe

Job Responsibilities of a CEO 

Contact us

Kuensel Corporation Ltd. 
PO BOX 204 
Tel: 975-2-322483/324688 
Fax: 975-2-322975

Home News Business Editorial Sports Opinions Videos Diversion COVID -19 *

VTOB reading project gathers readers+ ,

" Log In Register #

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://kuenselonline.com/road-is-reaching-laya-and-that-means-change-is-coming/&t=Road%20is%20reaching%20Laya%20and%20that%20means%20change%20is%20coming
https://twitter.com/share?text=Road%20is%20reaching%20Laya%20and%20that%20means%20change%20is%20coming&url=https://kuenselonline.com/?p=196387
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://kuenselonline.com/road-is-reaching-laya-and-that-means-change-is-coming/
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkuenselonline.com%2Froad-is-reaching-laya-and-that-means-change-is-coming%2F&description=Road%20is%20reaching%20Laya%20and%20that%20means%20change%20is%20coming&media=https%3A%2F%2Fkuenselonline.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F06%2FgasalayaRoad.jpg
https://linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&title=Road%20is%20reaching%20Laya%20and%20that%20means%20change%20is%20coming&url=https://kuenselonline.com/road-is-reaching-laya-and-that-means-change-is-coming/
https://www.tumblr.com/share/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkuenselonline.com%2Froad-is-reaching-laya-and-that-means-change-is-coming%2F&name=Road%20is%20reaching%20Laya%20and%20that%20means%20change%20is%20coming&description=Elderly%20Layaps%20%28people%20of%20Laya%29%20had%20never%20thought%20that%20a%20motorable%20road%20would%20connect%20their%20village%2C%20located%20at%20an%20altitude%20of%203%2C800mts%2C%20at%20least%20in%20their%20lifetime.
https://vk.com/share.php?url=https://kuenselonline.com/road-is-reaching-laya-and-that-means-change-is-coming/
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https://kuenselonline.com/road-is-reaching-laya-and-that-means-change-is-coming/&title=Road%20is%20reaching%20Laya%20and%20that%20means%20change%20is%20coming
mailto:?subject=Road%20is%20reaching%20Laya%20and%20that%20means%20change%20is%20coming&body=https://kuenselonline.com/road-is-reaching-laya-and-that-means-change-is-coming/
https://kuenselonline.com/
https://kuenselonline.com/news/
https://kuenselonline.com/business/
https://kuenselonline.com/editorial/
https://kuenselonline.com/sports/
https://kuenselonline.com/opinions/
https://kuenselonline.com/video/
http://www.kuenselnews.com/
https://kuenselonline.com/covid-19/
https://kuenselonline.com/road-is-reaching-laya-and-that-means-change-is-coming/?s=
https://kuenselonline.com/wp-login.php?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fkuenselonline.com%2Froad-is-reaching-laya-and-that-means-change-is-coming%2F
https://kuenselonline.com/register/

